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Bargain Bam employee Pilar Rivera eyes the used

From fire engines to skating rinks,
you can get it at the Bargain Bam
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Part-time worker
Colleen Simon of
Vacaville, top, shows
off the Bargain Bam's
1965 UC Davis fire
truck, on sale for a
mere $6,000.

English major Otis
Caldwell, right, helps
move furniture in
front the the “bam.”

By Shawn Miller
DAILY REPUBLIC

niversity of California, Davis’ Bargain
Barn, which sells used equipment, fur-
niture and university supplies, actually
sold a barn once.
The structure was relatively cheap —
$3,000 or so. The hard part was moving
it. Luckily, the barn was built in sections.

“We sold the whole barn,” said Vacaville's
Colleen Simon, who works at the Bargain Barn
and sold the sectional barn. “We had to have it
gone in two weeks because of new construction. I

;:ve:i“i fh?ugh friends who
; ad land”
Bargain Bam 20, 5 itcs buy lots of
9amtolpm stuff, from furniture to com-
Monday through puters to scientific equip-
Friday ment to-art work and every-
At Califonia Avenue  thing else in between. But
and LaRue Roadon ~ stuff - like love — seldom

the UC Davis lasts.

Campus. From The Bargain Barn - real-
Interstate 80 east, 1y o medium-sized ware-
take the UCDavis  guge on the UC Davis cam-
Gl a(éhe pus — is where all this stuff

e O, 8oes to die (and be reborn)
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going until you see s

b sgloefowr‘:ge'nhal When departments at

Davis decide their comput-
(630) 752-2145 ers are too slow or that they
ucdmm.ucdavis.edu/ . need new microscopes or
BargainBam that their 1950s-era desks
are no longer the height of
cool, the Bargain Barn resells the offending item.

The barn is run by Simon and Pilar Rivera
with help from various UC students.

“We're both crazy about junk now,” Simon said.

Buyers at the barn include various goods deal-
ers, (lxgxer university departments and the general
public, who recycle back into use the deposed arti-
cles, usually at great savings.

And saving cash is a top priority for schools in
a state facing a $35 billion budget deficit. (Or is it
a $26 billion deficit? Talk about economic uncer-
tainty.)

“The budget thing is really starting to hit
departments,” Simon said, noting that, while
hulking pea-green filing cabinets aren’t the most
sightly, they cost $80 at the Bargain Barn rather

The delight of Simon’s worlkplace lies not only
in the potential cost-saving it provides, but in the
sheer oddness of the items for sale. A university
with nearly 30,000 students, after all, acquires

See Barn, Page D&
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#OMe strange items in the
vourse of teaching, research
and outfitting classrooms, lab
ofatories and offices

One of the strangest items
at the Bargain Barn - and the
most difficult to gell - was an
inhine skating rink that sol, .
$30,000'to & group in (‘himd =

“I think they're still picking
it up. We tried to sell it forev-
on” Simon said,

The carrent champion of
‘hard-to-sell items is an old fire
truck that was retired from
the UC Davis Fire Department
‘after its 100-foot ladder failed
o be reapproved for use

The truck was originally
Jisted at $15,000, but for
$6,000 it can now be yours. A
‘word of caution, however; the
truck requires two drivers,

University departments give thelr

“Some people are doing
projects on their own, There
are some mad ecientists out
there,” she gaid

mi‘ slightly less than Bartering is part of the Bar-
o+ Tt would be perfoct for a gain Barn experience. Depart-

ments trying to sell a piece of
merchandise through the Bar-
gain Barn set an initial price,
but if the item isn't purchased
within 60 days, customers are
welcome to make a counter-
offer.

Medical equipment from the
UC Davis Medical Center in
Sacramento is popular and +
ever-present at the barn.
Labor and delivery beds only
cost $300, though regular hos-
pital beds are even cheaper.

“We sold a hospital bed to
man who had his leg amputat-
ed. He was really thrilled to
get a $50 bed,” Simon said.

If you want a gurney — and
‘who doesn’t want a gurney? —
it'll set you back $3,000.

Not all purchases are triv-
ial, however.

A group of Filipinos —
Simon doesn’t know their affil-
iation - purchases medical
equipment in volume and
sends it back to the Philip-
pines. A local dentist does the
same thing with dental sup-
plies.

Veterinarians buy old X-ray
machines.

Computers sell about as
well as anything at the Bar-
gain Barn, owing largely to the
rate at which they become,
obsolete.

Kathy Keatley Garvey of
Vacaville is a writer for the UC
Integrated Pest Management
Program who's frequented the
Bargain ce 1986. Her

small volunteer fire depart-
ment,” Simon said,

“I hear we might be getting
an airplane, but we haven't
g\y!;en it listed yet,” Simon
sai

And anyone in need of a
a

machine that 'meas\_nes light
‘wavelengths —lmn pick from
among several currently avail-
able at the bamn. e

Tight now.

* UC Davis isnt the i
versity that sells its us.
UC Berkeley, San Francisco
State, Fresno State and many
‘other universities sell their
‘étra goods and have Web

the well.
Oregon State University main-
“ains a Web site with links to

‘With all the specialized sci-
2ntific equipment available at
in Barn, it’s not sur-
that it does business
mcﬂ:a-&n:‘ the 'hﬁa&mmsp&
now that the i
V'Otijme b
3 ine has really picked up
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Aave ings” Sim

Said Cornell bought 830,000

pe.
* Simon said a number of the
scientific purchases are from
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bam because they have been replaced by newer, faster models.

ence to 4-Hers and Garvey got.
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PC and Mac computers to the

son, Jim, taught computer sci-

the computers he used for
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Were you dating your spouse's best
friend and had a change of heart?
Were you involved in a fender
bender that ended in marriage?

The Daily Republic is looking for unique
stories on how longtime couples have
met.

Please send your story, in 100 words
or less to Amy Maginnis-Honey, ¢/o the
Daily Republic, PO Box 47, Fairfield, Calif.
94533 or e-mail them to her at
amaginnis@dailyrepublic.net.

The deadline is 3 p.m. Jan. 30.

teaching at the barn,
or $65., .

“Once I got an entire lot of
computers for $5,” Garvey
wrote in an e-mail. “One guy,
standing there when I was
loading them into our pickup
truck, asked ‘What did you pay
for them?' ‘Five, I said. Five-
hundred! That's a bargain! he
said. ‘No,' I said. Five dollars.’”

Simon said Macintosh
enthusiasts frequent the barn
looking for vintage machines.
Computer dealers are also
common, looking to buy cheap
machines for spare parts.

“I know some computer
folks who search for old com-
puter parts when their sys-
tems break down. They can
keep their systems running,
thanks to Bargain Barn. You
can buy an old serial mouse for:
a Mac for a song,” Garvey said.

Many a student has come
into the Bargain Barn looking
for furniture on the cheap.

“We don’t carry a lot of
apartment furniture,” Simon
said.

A desk is a desk, however;
especially at 90 percent off.
“Equipment comes in every
day. Sometimes it looks like a
completely different place day
to day,” Simon said.

“You just never know what
we'll have at the Bargain Barn.
I mean, look, a conveyor belt,”
Simon said pointing to a photo
of a conveyor belt for sale. “Just
what everyone needs.”
Shawn Miller can be
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Are you teaching with an Emergency Permit or Pre-Intern Certificate? Dominican
offers Intern Programs for multiple-subject, single-subject, and special education

credentials.

Located in Solano County, our credential program allows you to tezfch l?y day ar\d
earn your credential in the evenings. Student teaching program option is also available.

Attend an Information Session:
Thursday, January 23, 6:30 p.m.

Solano County Office of Education
5100 Business Center Drive, Fairfield (Next to Costco)

For more information or to RSVP, call 1-888-323-6763
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San Rafael, CA 94901
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