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‘There's no reason we shouldn’t be here.
We leave rubber on the ground, nothing that does any harm.” - ews care. 15
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A biker grinds the front
peg of his bicycle on the
coping. Skatepark
designers blame steel
pegs for the concrete
damage, shown below.
* The damage on the
horizontal surface .
surrounding the bowls Is B
worse at the seams <
between two sectlons. 3
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Skatepark excludes bicycles to little effect

.

By Shawn Miller
DALY REPUBLIC

o look at the Rotary skatepark
at Allan Witt Park, you'd think
bicycles are allowed.

They aren’t.

But on any given day at the
park, BMXers ride the concrete
with their skateboarding
brethren, catching air, grinding edges,
encouraging one another, whistling at
difficult tricks and laughing at crashes
(provided they aren’t too serious).

While these activities are perfectly
commonplace, they are also wholly ille-
gal and bikers who ride at the
akfitapark risk getting ticketed by the

ce.

Fuirfield city code 12b.16a prohibits

.bicycles from using city skateparks.

Local bikers aren't hap g‘y that one of
the largest skateparks in Northern Cal-
ifornia is off-limits to them. Many

‘ gaa)tzeeted at the park’s opening in July

“It (stinks),” said 16-year-old Chris
Savoy, a skilled biker who often rides at
the skatepark.

Most skateparks don't allow bikers
to use their facilities.

. At issue is whether bikers and
skaters can safely use the facility
simultaneously and whether bicycles,
which are relatively large and heavy
compared with skateboards, damage
the skatepark.

SAFETY CONCERNS

The Rotary skatepark is a huge facil-
ity covering 25,840 square feet. Despite

Lewis Capp takes photos of Chris Savoy, 15, riding over a
spine. Travis Painter rides behind.

the space, weekends find the ukatepark
crowded with skaters zipping around
and flying through the air. Adding bik-
ers to this mix in a park that wasn’t
demgned to accommodate them is just

too dangerous, according to Fairfield
Park Planner Fred Beiner. .

“A trick on a bike takes far more
room than a trick on a skateboard. It
takes more time to get up to speed. Not
that biking is bad, but the two things
don’t cohabitate,” Beiner said.

“It’'s an operational issue. For safety
é)urpoeee. you'd have to se te the

skaters and bikers). The eaxﬁn would .
need to change to be compatible with
bike use.”

While not downplaying the danger of
having fast bikes and slow skaters in
the same park, skatepark designer
Steve Rose, owner of Fullerton-based
Purkiss Ross-RSI, doesn't think the lay-
out of parks needs to be different for
bikers than skaters.

“The bikers are very adaptable to
whatever terrain we give them, so
design isn't the problem,” said Rose,
who designed the Rotary skate

Zach Wormhoudt, owner of e Santa
Cruz-based skatepark design ﬁrm
Wormhoudt Inc., created the plans for
skateparks in Napa, Martinez and is
working on a bike and skatepark in
Benicia. He's an avid skater and thinks
bikers are such a hazard to skaters
that he will often leave a park if there
are too many bikers.

“There's a risk to the ekaters from
the bicyclists,” Wormhoudt said. “They
go so much faster and have so much
more momentum.”

“They are cross traveling, so the

- BIKER DAMAGE
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potential for an accident is there,” said
Fairfield Risk Manager Robyn Cain.

At the Rotary skatepark bikers and
skaters appear to cohabitate quite
peaceably. of the reason is the
unspoken etiquette of skateparks
where riders take turns using different
areas of the park.

Kyle VanDyke is a 21-year-old skater
who uses the Rotary skatepark four to
five times a week and doesn't mind bik-
ers using the facility at all. VanDyke
also downplays the added danger bik-
ers supposedly pose

“It's a akatepark There are going to -
be collisions,” he said. N
+ Bicycles have the added advantage

of brakes, which skateboards don'.

Jay Sloan, 27, is a biker with 20
years rience and while he under
stands bicycles are bigger and heavier
than skateboards, he thinks bikers
belong at the skatepark.

“If two people collide, the skaters are
the ones who are gonna get hurt. Peo-
ple do collide sometimes, It's rare. Peo-
ple look out for each other. The park is
bigdenough to handle everyone,” Sloan
said.

Regardless whether bikers make a
skatepark more dangerous or not, Cali-
fornia cities don’t incur any more liabil-
ity if bikers and skaters use the same
park than if it were just used by  °
skaters.

California Government Code 831.7
states that a public entity is not liable

See Bikers, Page D3
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The roal izsve park plan
pers and skatepark desigmers
worry over s damage to
skatoparks

“Rikes damage the
skatepark surface. 1ts that
simpla,” Beiner said

“Its pretty expensive to
hike-prood a skatepark. Bicy-
es damage skateparks in a r B —
number of difforent ways, oy \
Mainly it's with the pegy” ﬁ‘ ~7
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The park will be open Lo
skaters during certain hours
and bikers at others, though
the facility will be unsuper-
vised,

“It’a really going to be an
honor aystem for n while and
we're going to watch it really
close,” Winters said.

Benicia is following a simi-
lar path. Wormhoudt is design-
ing a skate and bike park for
the city that could open as
soon as spring 2004,

Superintendént of Parka
and munity Services Mike
Dotson said bikers expressed
an interest in using the
skatepark early in the plan-
ning procesas and were there-

lml)llc park beeausoe of the
tolary skatepark's polloy,

*T'here’s no reason wo
shouldn’t be here, Wo leave
rubber on the rrmmd. nothing
that doea any harm. The rea-
son Falrfield doesn't allow
bikes ia because ovoqbod 3
does the snme thing,” sald !
Lewis Capp, 19. .

Capp and his friends spend
their time dirt jumping whén
they aren’t at the akatepark,
though the dirt Is too dry in
the summer and too wet In the
winter, leaving a short jumpin
season. '

Sloan thinks the cyclical
nature of biking’s popularity is
to blame for their exclusion’

stand on when doing tricks. fore included. from the skatepark.
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as well as handlebar ends, can will be allowed to use the park, was designed) it probably was
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*Its the type of damage that use there weren't that
is difficult to repair. There u‘u:' BIKER GRIPES man{e ogou; It's kind g?ett- \Im!;or
tching products. But it's like Jocth Sagami/DALY REPUBLIC na use yo n trou
lling the cavity of someone ' gicyciists walt and watch while a skateboarder rides by at the Rotary skatopark In Falrfeld. Bicyclists i et e NS e [Sepety
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e I G WO b i L APt The cost of making a skatepark, but they've seen me 1y’ '} o Uort wanted todoitor _ “I don't get harassed, but if
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(707) 425-1442 |
2390 N. Texas Street

Infersection of Alr Base Piwy & N. Texas S1.

“Protect our Envionment® z_’, ‘ ‘_0 N s )1 :
Recycle Your Used gt : . |

COO“ﬁg . Travis AFB Residents Only! TH Is Is {ou R LI FE - om0
Qil & Grease! 4 New Jyogram Jo Re e The Dally Republic Is putting togeth
your used COOking grease . a speclal publication to celebra
& oil is now open! Falrfleld's centennlal and we ne
3&_, your help. We want to reflect eve
© 000000000000 OPOOOOOOOOOOOOROROOS © g}"‘ﬁ aspect of life in Fairfield as it gr
PG S ; k‘dﬁomasmallfarmingtowndwaﬂ
When? : -‘E. by Suisun City to a military hub
a thriving Bay Area community w

During regular business hours, M-F 84 and Sat. 9-2

Where?

The BOPA facllity of Solano Garbage Company, 290 Industrial Way, Fairfleld
The cooking oll MUST be brought in a clear contalner, preferably in a
container that can be taken home and reused to avold waste and keep
costs down. Do NOT mix used cooking oll with used motor oll.
Questions?

Residents may contact Solano Garbage Company at 439-2800

a diverse economy and populati

If you have a diary your grandmother k
in the 1920s, we want to look at it. Piety
from high school graduations, from
carly days of Armijo to the war year
the flower generation, let us use th
Programs from musicals in the old An
auditorium, flyers from elections, not
of the first television in town or the ope
of Fairfield Grocery downtown, we'd
to sce them. Stories and legends, family histories and current plans for the future, fun ti
and sad times, we want everyone who lives here or used to live here to help us leam wha
shaped our town and the neighbors who call Fairfield home. Please tell us your stories s
can make this section really special. After all, we're only going to do it once every 100 y
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\ ; Sponsors Include: City of Fairfield,
- Foirmaid-Suisun Sewer Distict  Solano County Environmental Waste Management,
e City of Sulsun Ctty and Solano Garbage Company

If you have a story, photos or artifacts to share, please cont
Kathleen LEcluse at klecluse@dailyrepublic.net, 427-6993 or
the Daily Republic, 1250 Texas St., Box 47, Fairfield, Calif. 94¢

—




