
What is Philosophy?

Thematic 
answer

Descriptive 
answer

Methodological answer

Philosophy is what 
philosophers do when 

they do philosophy

Analyzing 
concepts

Solving puzzles

Formulating 
theories

Metaphysics: Study of 
reality or what exists

Epistemology: Study 
of the nature of 

knowledge

Ethics: Study of values 
of human action

Aesthetics: Study of the 
nature of art or beauty

Logic: Study of correct 
forms of inference

Philosophy of X

X = Mind

X = Language

X = Science

Problem: Other 
disciplines use 

these methods, too

Problem: Not 
very informative

Problem: Other 
disciplines study 

these themes, too

History of 
philosophy

Linguistics

Psychology

NeuroscienceThe word philosophy comes from the Greek: philo, 'love of; 
sophia, 'wisdom'. Other than that, there is no consensus as to 

the definition of philosophy.

However, for our purposes, philosophy can be characterized as 
asking quite general questions about the foundations of other 
disciplines, using careful analysis to scrutinize assumptions.


